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Judge William Webster 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. s* ■, . . c < 

Dear Sirs; / - — — r~ 

I appla ud your actions in the so called "Abscam" operations, 

■and am sure the results will be a deterrant which will influence 
‘the attitude of our Federal legislators for the betterment of 
four country. 

I am motivated to write this letter by the fact that the 
Senate proposes an investigation of the F.B.I. based on the 
.'request of a convicted criminal whom some of them reffered to as 
'a courageous hero! 

The Senate should have had to complete it’s censure/expuls: 
proceedings regardless of Senator Williams resignation so that 
we the public would know if they represented us or their own j 
interests, as was being demonstrated by Senator Cranston. They<^ 
sure got of the hook by Williams resignation! 

Please keep up the good work, this countrie’s biggest pro- 
blem is the duplicity of our elected representatives and the 
apathy it causes amongst the general public, the "whats the use 
with crooks we have in government", syndrome. 

Very Truly 
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FBI, 

9th and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Gentlemen: 

I wish to express my appreciation for 
your uncompromising actions in the exposure 
of the individuals in Congress or out who 
use their positions of trust for personal en- 
richment. 

like a n g reedfc‘hild. 3enat ° r Shaved 

I have made my opinion clear to Senator 
Cranston. 
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THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIR^A 




COPY OF THE FOLLOWING ME^BgE: 
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• HONORABLE ALAN CRANSTON 
. UNITED STATES SENATE 
. WASHINGTON DC 20510 
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MY CONTENTION, BASED UPON MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCEjIS THAT A WELL . 
EXECUTED, MAJOR FEDERAL INVESTIGATION SUCH AS THE ABSCAM WAS LONG 
OVERDUE, PARTICULARLY IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 




SINCE I FEEL THAT THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE 
COMMENDED RATHER THAN INVESTIGATED BY CONGRESS I WISH TO REDRESS MY 
GRIEVANCE BEFORE ALL CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS RELATED TO THE ABSCAM 
INVESTIGATION. I EXPECT THAT A PANEL OF EXPERTS WITH BROAD, DIVERSE 
BACKGROUNDS IN THE CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING FIELDS BE PRESENT TO 
HEAR MY TESTIMONY. KINDLY ADVISE ME OF ALL THE DATES AND TIMES THAT""-. 
MY APPEARANCES WILL BE REQUIRED. I AWAIT YOUR TIMELY RESPONSE AN!> A 
SIMILAR RESPONSE FROM ALL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS COPIED ON THIS 
MAIL GRAM. ( 

SIGNED CONFIRMATION COPIES OF THIS MAILGRAM WILL BE FORWARDED TO YOU 
AND ALL COPIED BELOW. 


SINCERELY, 



tiono/iaLLe Uilliam tt* Ue(Lste/i, D inecto/i 
Tede/iat Bu/ieau o/ Investigation 
Uashington , D.C • 20535 


TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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RONALD REAGAN 
WARREN E BURGER 
WILLIAM FRENCH SMITH, 
WILLIAM H WEBSTER 
G RICK OVER 
GEORGE PRATT 
THOMAS PUCCIO 
TED STEVENS 
DON EDWARDS 
WILLIAM J HUGHES 
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Senator Arlin Spector 
Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Room 253 

Washington, D. C. 20510 


Dear Sir: 


fi l/>l C. fir 


Director William H. Webster 
F.B.I. Building 

Pennsylvania Ave. & 9th St.N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


7 • 


/ 




FBI. 


I am in favor of continued Abscam type operations by the 


If the FBI does not investigate corruption in high govern- 
ment office, who will? 

I don't know anybody who believes that the politicans 
involved in Abscam were innocent victims, lured to their down- 
fall by clever men. I believe that you should survey your 
constituency before joining those politicans who may have 
personal reasons for attempting to place themselves off-limits 
to sting type operations. 


b' 


0 



cc: Director Wm. A. Webster,/' - 

FBI - Washington 
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N ebster Defends FBI 




uir 


William Freivogel 

it-Oltpatch Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — William H. 
faster, director of the Federal 
reau of Investigation, says the real 
use revealed by the Abscam 
estigation was not the bureau’s 
dercover techniques but the political 
id-raising used by persons who want 
bribe members of Congress. 

Webster said in an interview Friday 
it he hoped that Congress would turn 
, attention to fund-raising after it 
idies the FBI’s conduct of Abscam. 
Webster’s statements were his first 
itailed response to the criticism of the 


FBI heard last week as the Senate 
debated whether to expel Sen. Harrison 
A. Williams Jr., D-N.J. Williams was 
convicted of Abscam offenses but 
resigned before a vote on expulsion 

could be taken. # 

Webster strongly defended tne 
investigation, which led to convictions 
for seven members of Congress. He 
termed Abscam a “service to the 

nation.*’ , ' - < 

“We’ve been hearing so much 
hyperbole in the highly emotional 
situation this week,** he said. It tends 
to ignore the record that is in the court 
cm all of these cases for everyone to 
review.’* t 


He compared the FBI’s role in the 
Senate proceedings last week to that of 
“a defendant without counsel during all 

of these highly publicized charges. He 

said he could provide the Senate with 
answers to the charges. Senators 
announced after Williams resignedthat 
they would investigate the FBI s 
conduct of Abscam. 

Webster said he hoped that one of the 
regular committees that oversees the 
FBI would do the investigating. Setting 
up a special committee would be unfair, 
he said. 

Once those hearings are completed, 
Webster would like to see Congress 


examine what he called the gray an 
in laws on campaign contributions. 

“The real problem is the pervas 
effort to corrupt congressmen throi 
bogus campaign contributions m ret\ 
for certain specific legislat 
activity,” he said. 

Webster said that he wanted to li 
his comments on Abscam to per 
things to cool down. Responding 
criticism that Abscam was “slea; 
Webster said the operation ' 

supposed to be just that. 

“It was based on being sleazy, 
said. “The sleaziness in part prot 

See ABSCAM, Page 18 
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Webster acknowledged that the tflB fit the 
Abscam investigation we re often In effect ch os e n by 
influence peddlers, who told undercover agents which 
politicians would accept money 

“We tried to confine it to th , . we had reason to 
suspect would engage in this kind of activity. In some 
cases that rested heavily on the reliability” of the the 
middleman. 

.The middleman “had brought us people ^ who did 
the! things we have seen on the tapes, and when he 
called and said, 'Mr. So-and-So would like to come/ 
we would try to check to see what else we knew. But 
we thought that was a pretty good reason itself since 
we had these mechanisms to protect whoever came.” 

Webster cited what he called a four-tier system of 
protection against entrapment. 

First, the bureau tried to make its offer sleazy 
enough that only those predisposed to crime would 
accept. 

Second, no payments were made “until a criminal 
represenation was made.” In other words, no 
payments were made until the legislator agreed to use 
his office for gain. 

Third, prosecutors monitored nearly all of the 
meetings as they occurred. If a bribe offer were being 
made improperly, the prosecutors could call the 
undercover agents to set them straight. 

And finally, all the tapes involving members of 
Congress were flown to Washington and reviewed by 
Webster and Justice Department officials. 

“So we had a lot of checks in the system,” Webster 
said. The only alternative, he said, was “not to do it at 
all." 

“I would not like to see these techniques — which 
have application not only to public corruption but also 
organized crime, to foreign counterintelligence, to 
drugs — not like to see them impaired by some over- 
cautionary requirement that we have to go into court 
for a warrant.” 

Webster acknowledged that his supervision of the 
Abscam investigation did not uncover some 
allegations of abuses now coming to light. For 
example, he did not know that middleman Melvin 
Weinberg had coached Williams on how to boast about 
his influence. 

Webster said he was concerned when he learned 
about the coaching incident. But he said that it had 
occurred relatively early in the investigation and that 
Weinberg had been instructed not to do it again. 

He also noted that Williams testified at his criminal 
trial! that Weinberg's coaching had not affected his 
behavior at the meeting. 

Webster said he had not known about allegations 
that the undercover F*BI agents had an improper 
relationship with Weinberg. Those allegations were 
made by Weinberg's wife in court documents filed in 
Williams’ case. Mrs. Weinberg killed herself shortly 
afterward. . 

She maintained that one agerit had accepted gifts of 
two fur coats from Weinberg. The agent has said the 
coats were collateral for a loan. 

And she said that Weinberg slipped away from FBI 
agents long enough to pick up an illegal payment for 
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editorials 


The Senate’s Ethics Ordeal 

The United States Senate’s long ordeai Although Sen. Williams offered an 
over what to do about the misconduct of unpersuasive Senate defense and failed even 
Democratic Sen. Harrison Williams of New to apologize for his shabby conduct, he at 

Jersey has been ended by Mr. Williams’ least performed the useful service of 

resignation from the Senate in the face of an exacting from the Senate a pledge to 

almost certain vote to expel him. Although investigate the FBI’s questionable technique 

the resignation has spared senators the of setting traps baited with federal money to 

unpleasant duty of expelling a colleague who ensnare officials who have not been accused 

was convicted by a federal jury last May on of crime. That practice, as we have said 

bribery and conspiracy charges, it has not before, raises serious questions of public 

resolved the problem of what to do about the policy: How far should the FBI be allowed to 

questionable methods of the Federal Bureau go in artificially creating temptation? Should 1 

of Investigation. The FBI brought about the it be permitted at its own discretion to set up i 

conviction of Mr. Williams and six other shop in the lobbies of Congress and offer i 

members of Congress through its so-called multimillion-dollar payoffs to legislator- j 

Abscam investigation, in which the targets of its own choosing? Might an 

lawmakers were offered money and other unscrupulous executive send FBI undercover 

Inducements to do political favors for squads to entrap its enemies in Congress? 

fictitious Arab sheiks. After Watergate, those questions are not 

Of highest immediate importance to the frivilous. They should concern any lawmaker 

Senate, however, was the task of dealing who cares about invasion of privacy, 

with Mr. Williams’ conduct. Although Sen. entrapment and other potential abuses of the 

Williams steadfastly maintained that he had FBI’s power. That power, used 

violated neither the criminal law nor Senate unscrupulously against the legislative 

rules, the Senate Ethics Committee had branch, could raise problems of intrusion 

unanimously concluded that, apart from his into the constitutional separation of powers, 

felony conviction, he had not abided by A portent on the issue is evident in 

proper standards of Senate conduct. And that Republican Sen. Larry Pressler’s 

judgment was supported by the proven advertising of the fact that the FBI sent him 

acceptance by the senator of a personal a letter exonerating him of misconduct in the 

interest in a titanium mine that would have Abscam affair. Must certification of honesty 

benefited from Senate activity that he had by the FBI now be regarded as a badge of 

promised an Abscam agent. That evidence acceptability? However the Williams case 

refuted Mr. Williams’ insistence through five comes out on appeal through the courts, the 

days of Senate debate that he had done issues raised by it will remain to be 

nothing worse than behave foolishly. examined and resolved by Congress. 
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19 March 1982 


OUTSIDE SOURCE 


Mr. William H. Webster 
Dir. FBI 

9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20535 ,/;• 

Dear Sir: jyfjjc ' 

We have had requests for information 
as to the meaning of the letters in 
the word ABSCAM. I have checked all 
our sources in this library and have 
checked with the office of 
Congressman Don Baily but have been 
unable to get the information. 



y 


Would it be possible to get this 
information from your office? 


We would appreciate your help. Thank 
you. 


Yours truly, 



Mrs . Catherine Kercheval 
Greensburg Library 
237 S. Penna. Avenue 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
15601 


Telephone 1+12—8 37-5620 
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26 March 1982 


Mr. William Webster 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation C '~, 

Washinton 2f>, D.C. / ubi* c 
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Dear Sir, 


I am so proud, of you and your Staff, that I just had to take pen 
in hand to interrupt your bjisy schedule. 

I noticed in this morning’s local newspaper, that the TJ.S. Senate 
continues to live in fear, of a thing called "Abscam". 


It is my opinion that probably the greatest service your office 
has rendered to this nation in my lifetime is this thing called 
"ABSCAM". 

If I might share a. thought with you Sir, I suspect that long 
after you and I are dead and gone, those male prostitutes in 
high office will continue to re-examine their moral values, ne 
knowing whether or not they might be our next victim! ! Entra 
to me sounds like an educated word, like "OoopsJ I got caught 
my hand in the cookie jar". 



If you have trouble understanding what I have said abovo, or it is 
not coherent, it is because of my over-exuberance and happiness in 
the function of your agency. 



Enclosure: 1 clipping from "Sentinel Star" newspaper, dated 

2 6 March 1982. 
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Mom ’s R eply Fits Case 
Of Harrison Williams 


To The Commercial Appeal: 

An open letter to Ex-Senator Harrison 
Williams: 

How dare you?! You are obviously a man 
with a distorted definition of crime and the 
resulting punishment — at least when it 
comes to you being involved You say you 
were "trapped ” Yes, indeed you were, much 
like a robber in a stillwatch. The prisons are 
full of individuals caught in such oper- 
ations, however, that does not make them or 
you any less guilty. 

A Revolting Affair 

To The Commercial Appeal 

I commend your editorial, “A Clean Get- 
away.” Howard Baker lauding Harrison Wil- 
liams' resignation as courageous — indeed 
— the FBI was the courageous department 
for beautifully doing its job. An exorbitant 
pension and excessive rights make the 
whole affair even more revolting. I trust the 
public will at least bear those shams in mind 
with upcoming elections. 

TOM ROBINSON 

2144 Monroe 


Once you were informed of the nature 
of the meeting you attended with the phony 
oil sheik, you should have left — never to 
return. But no. You saw fit to continue this 
undignified activity, not once, or twice, but 
on several occasions, and offer your position 
and influence for money. • 

Now you're upset You got caught I say, 
“Bully for the FBI A job well done.” This is 
the only thing that haunts me: Since you 
have been in Congress 23 years, how many 
other opportunities similar to this one pre- 
sented themselves to you and you benefited 
from them? 

As I was growing up, I can remember 
doing things 1 knew 1 had no business doing, 
such as staying out past curfew, disobeying 
my parents, and I always got discovered. As 1 
was receiving my punishment I would plead 
with my mother— **But Mama, I didn't really 
mean to do it!” Her response was always the 
same, “Yes, you really did mean to do it you 
just didn't mean to get caught” Truer words 
were never spoken. 

I firmly believe this fits you like a tailor- 
made suit 

E. SEAL 

4476 Westbury 
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I thought you would like to know that there are some of us in 
this country who believe in our political system, and that the 
morals of a politician are not suspect simply because he (or she) 
is a politician. 

Please— read this article and accept . my -support in the Senatorial 
quest to establish investigative ground rules for" tlie FBI* s~ 
inquiries into political corruption. 

Good luck! 
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/) April £, 1982 



Mr. William Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Webster, 

Recently , there has been a lot of comment 
regarding the role of the F.B.I. in the 
ABSCAM investigations. 

I want to congratulate you and all the member 
of your bureau for the thorough job you did i 
the investigation and to express my gratitude, 
in particular, for making the public aware of 
the corruption involved, as well as bringing 
those connected with Abscam, to trial. 

The comments that I read about, such as "inves- 
tigating the conduct of the FBI"... is sheer 
nonsense; indeed, every member of your staff 
should be commended for a task well done. 
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The Honorable William Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Sj 

Room 7176, J. Edgar Hoover Building 

9th and Penn Ave. NW /v */»/ u- /,/./:•/»,, ... 

Washington, D.C. 20535 f / O 

Re: Abscam Tapes and Transcript^^^^ 

Dear Director Webster: 

This is to advise that our office represents Mid- 
continent Broadcasting Company, which operates the JpJO- 
Land television stations across the State of South Dakota. 
KELO is interested in obtaining a copy of all the video /, 
tapes, and any transcripts or notes thereof, taken during 
the so-called "Abscam" investigation which show Senator 
Larry Pressler of South Dakota. My client has confir 
with Senator Pressler that he 'has no objection to the re- 
lease of the requested materials to our office. - 

Of course, we would expect to reimburse any reason- 
able expenses incurred in producing the requested copies. 

We presume that your office would have no difficulty approv- 
ing this request, since the investigation is concluded so 
far as Senator Pressler is concerned. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
Please let me know if anything further is^ceed^d to support 
the request. 
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PEIS FEBBY— BOLITAB 


HARPERS PERRY, WEST VIRGINIA 
P. 0. BOX 131 25425 


Federal Camp At Harpers Ferry 



RELAXATION AMID CONSTANT VIGILANCE — The city of Harpers Ferry, Va. has been the scene of 
considerable conflict since the beginning of the war, frequently changing hands as one side leaves and the 
other takes over. The Federal forces, how in occupation of the area, have been constantly harassed by 
the Rebel raiding parties from nearby areas. 


For Sale : LARGE COLLECTION OF COT GLASS, Some 

Signed pieces. From a 25-year collection. The 
AMERICAN BRILLIANT PERIOD • Please contact and 
see at BRADY 1 S ANTIQUES (see our map), 

I W ILL BOY old military items, postcards, letters, 
old toys, almost anything old and small . Please 
call Stan Hadden, 535-2259. 


® SPARKS^FROM THE CAMPFIRE 

JOE PARSONS, THE MARYLAND BOY 
JOE HTLIST5D IN THE FIRST MARYLAND REGIMENT, 
and was plainly a "rough" originally. As we 
passed along the hall we first saw him crouched 
near an open window, lustily singing "I’m a bold 
soldier hoy", and observing the broad bandage 
over his eyes, I said: 

"What*s your name, my good fellow?" 

*7oe, sir," he answered, Toe Parsons". 

’•And what is the matter with you?" 

"Blind, sir, blind as a bat." 

"In battle?" 

"Yes, at Antietam; both eyes shot out at one 
clip** Poor Joe was in the front at Antietam. 
Creek, and t* w it| iri utu.± n&d passed directly 
through his eyes, across his face, destroying his 
sight forever* He was but BO. years old, but he 
was as happy as a lark l 

"It Is dreadful," I said. 

"I f m very thankful I’m alive, air* It might 
ha* been worse, yar sea," he continued. And then 
he told us his story: 

"I was hit," he said, "and it knocked me down. 
I lay there all night, and the next day the figit 
vas renewed. I could stand the pain, yar see, 
but the beLUs was f lyin’ all around-, and I want- 

(PLKASE SEE JOE PARSONS on page 3)y 



WELCOME TO HARPERS' JERRY AND BOLIYAR VISITORS! 

After the difficult winter months it is a 
genuine pleasure to escape into ‘the outdoors and 
wander around this truly historic area. Many of 
our visitors probably are not aware that this 
area includes two small towns: Harpers Ferry and 
Bolivar, sharing the same main street, postoffice, 
fire and ambulance services, water, etc. 

You mnst visit the Lower Village and enjoy 
the re'stored portions maintained by the National 
Park Service. But by all means drive up the big 
hill and browse and shop among the many pleasant 
other attractions. PLEASE SEE OUR ON 
ANOTHER PAGE. Th ere are three points of entry 
onto Washington/High Street. 

Antique shops, bank, barber shop, beauty 
shop, dentist, art galleries, restaurants, hotels, 
KOA campground, grocery stores, auto repair and 
wrecker service, gasoline stations, patchwork and 
quilting supplies, pewtersmith, gift shops, etc. 
Above all , we have some of the friendliest folks 
you will meet anywhere. 

So please come and visit us — our map will 
tell you where we are — 

6th ANNUAL BLUE RIDGE QUILT SHOW. KOA KAM?- 
GROUNDS, . . . May 7 ft 8 - 9 to 9. 

May 9 — 9 to 5 

#1.50 donation. Demonstrations. Raffle. Boutique. 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY AND EVERYDAY 
May all men set aside prejudice and selfishness, 

And put their mind3 and efforts together 
for a common cause 

That will benefit all; one law for all men. 

— Contributed by Ralph Stutler, Huntington. 

HOW do you catch a unique cat? 

(Unique up on it). 

HOW do you catch a tame cat? 

(Do it the tame way ) . 

"I SUPPOSE YOU HEARD OF THE GREAT VICTORY 
we gained here a few days ago. The steamer Vir- 
ginia opened the Blockade at the mouth of the 
James River. She went down in the evening whith 
several others and sunk the Cumberland fc Con- 
gress. We set fire to the Cumberland and the pow- 
der magazine exploded about 12 o'clock in the 
night, the Virginia to. ... We could see the 
whole action from where we are canned. • . • some 
300 prisoners our loss was SO killed & wounded. 
... Send your letters to me in care of Capt. 
Prouffe, Co. "B", 5th La. Regt, Williamsburg, Va.” 

- — Above are excerpts from letter written March 
17, 1862 by soldier of famous Louisiana Tigers 
(Hays* Brigade); can be bought at Red Bull 
Antiques (see our map ) . 

THEY MOST HUNGER IN FROST 

WHO WILL NOT WORK IN HEAT. 

TO DREAM of dandelions, if gathered, is ominous; 
to see a large bed of them indicates you have 
many new enemies forming, if in love be sure your 
sweetheart is playing false. OF BEING IN THE 
DARK and unable to find your way denotes that the 
dreamer shall be blinded by some passion and much 
otibled. OF DOGS, if they fawn and fondle upon 
you, it is a lucky omen; if they anarl and bark V 
at you, then depend that enemies are secretly 
endeavoring to destroy your reputationj^ad 
happiness. 




• JOB PARSONS (Continued from 1} 

ed to get away. I couldn’t see nothin’, though* 
So I waited and listened; and at last I heard a 
feller groanin’ beyond n». 

"Hello l n says I • 

"Hello yourself," says he* 

"Who be yer? says I — a rebel?" 

"You’re a Yankee , » * says he • " 

" ’So I am* says I* ’What’s the matter with 
you?" 

" ’My leg’s smashed,’ says he." 

" ’Can’t yer walk?’ 

" ’No,* says he. ’Can’t yer see?’ I asked." 

• ’Yes." 

" ’Well,* says I, ’you’re a — -— rebel, but 
will you do me a little fax or?" 

* ’I will’, says he, ’ef I ken." 

" ’Then I says; ’Well, ole butternut, I can’t 
see nothin*. Uy eyas is knocked out; but I ken 
walk. Come over yere. let’s git out o’ this. You 
pint the way, an* I’ll tote yer off the field on 
my back.’ 

" ’Bully for you,’ says he. 

"And so we managed to git together. We shook 
hands on it. I took a wink outan his canteen, 
and he got onto my shoulders. 

"I did the walkin’ for both, an’ he did the 
navigatin’ . An’ ef he didn’t make me carry him 
straight into a rebel colonel’s tent, a mile 
away, I’m a liart Hows’exer the colonel came up, 
an* says he, ’Whar d’yer come from? who be yer?* 

I told him. Ha said I was done ferand couldn’t 
do no more shootin’ ; and he sent me over to our 
lines* So, after three days, I came down here 
with the wounded boys, where we’re doin’ pretty 
well, all things considered." 

"But you will never see the light again, my 
poor fellow," I suggested, sympathetically. 

"That’s so," he answered glibly, "but I can’t 
help it, you notice. I did my dooty -- got shot, 
pop in the eye — an* that’s my misfort’n, not 
my fault — as the old man said of his blind hoss. 

"But — ’I’m a bold soldier hoy,’ " he con- 
tinued, cheerily renewing his song; and we left 
him in his singular merriment. Poor, sightless, 
u nlucky, but stout-hearted Joe Parsons. 

PERSEVERANCE IS THE BRIDGE BY 

WHICH DIFEICULTY 13 OVERCOME. 

REBEL OFFICER KILLED IN NEW CREEK SKIRMISH 

HEW CREEK, YA. , Mar. 16, 1863— A brisk skir- 
mish occurred here on March 14, in which one Con- 
federate officer was klllled. The following re- 
port was given of the incident: 

"On Saturday night last, three Rebel soldiers 
of Bradley T. Johnson’s regiment, were discovered 
at the stable of J. H. Carskadon, and after they 
had succeeded in taking therefrom the horses, 
were followed and fired on by two home guardsmen. 

"After a spirited engagement of about 20 min- 
utes the two citizens recovered the horses, kill- 
ing a Lieut. Joseph G. W. Marriott, and severely, 
if not mortally, wounding the other two. Mar- 
riott was interred in the church graveyard near 
the scene of the action, where his friends may 
find hla body if desired." 

TO BAKE A PEACH PIE — Take juicy and mellow 
peaches; peel, stone, and slice' them; then put 
them in a deep pie plate 'lined with' the under 
crust; sprinkle ‘through them a sufficient quanta 
Ity of sugar, equally distributed; put in about 
a tablespoon ful of water; dust' a little flour 
over the top; cover with a rather thick crust, 
and bake nearly an hour* 

... .Sounds good! Taken from The Hew Hydro- 
pathic Cook-Book, published In 1853* 

A LIAR SHOUID HAVE A GOOD MttCRY^ 
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by Stanley B. Hadden, of Bolivar 




THE THREE WORDS in the Preamble Ijo the 

0. S. Constitution are: "WE, THE PEOPLE . . V** 

The Constitution also states: "All legis- 
lative powers herein granted" are given only 
by the people. 

Yet, our Congress repeatedly ignores the 
Constitution and sets rules of conduct for its 
club members ... rules that enable a member 
of Congress to steal or do anything else that 
he/she wants . . . and go scot free. 

FOR INSTANCE— Sen. Talma dg a took #35,000 
from his office expenses and expects to be rich- 
er by #700,000. He said "I did nothing wrong." 

Congressman Richard Hanna took more than 
#200, 0C0, admitted his guilt, and drew suspended 
sentence of 6 to 30 months. 

Congressman Diggs was convicted on 11 counts 
of mail fraud and 18 counts of making false of- 
ficial statements in a #60,000 kickback scheme. 

He was re-elected to Congress. 

HOWEVER — two youths stole fifty cents from 
a college student; they drew 2^ to 7 years jail. 

A woman citizen ate two strawberries in a sup- 
ermarket and was sentenced to 6 months' proba- 
tion and to work in the county park program. 

Sen. Williams, most recently convicted by a 
jury OF CITI7EIB and sentenced to jail in the 
Abac am exposure, was actually honored by his 
fellow members of Congress I I find that to be 
unbelievable and despicable: WORSE, the Senate 

now ia raising all manner of Cain and clamors 
for their ow investigation of the FBI. Senators £ 
claim they make their own rules ... forget- . f , 
ting that "WE THE PEOPLE" grant them power . v 

I personally deny Congress the right to 
claim imrunity from laws that 1 and mine must 
live by. I deny Congress the right to prohibit 
the FBI from looking into their activities. The 
Senator who said "it might happen to more of us" 
spoke the "truth . . . but I strongly favor. the 
FBI catching more of the rascals. I ask my 
Senators and Congressman to desist from such in- 
vestigation and to provide more money for FBI. 

The men and women of the FBI place their 
lives, daily, on the line to uphold the Consti- 
tution and to protect all citizens’ live3 and 
rights. Those members of Congress who now seek 
to prevent investigations of their own wrong- 
doings have, in my opinion, placed themselves 
above the laws under which I live. They have thus 
violated MY constitutional rights — and I call 
upon any who will join in the mighty effort to 
insist that the FBI be Instructed and financed 
to force Congress to live under our ONE LAW... 
the same law governing all citizens. 


AH HONEST WORD IS BETTER THflEC A CARELESS 0A3H. 
SKIR MISHES REBOOTED NEAR CHARLES TOW 
CHARLES TOWN, YA. , Feb. 13, 1863— The Rebel cav- 
alry led by R. W. Baylor attacked two Federal 
scouting parties yesterday near here and near 
Smithfield, resulting in brief engagements in 
both places. 

Of the fighting. Brig. Gen. B. F. Kelley rep 
ported: "Yesterday about 1 pj?. a squad of R. W. 
Baylor’s cavalry attacked a small scouting party 
of the 12th Pa Car airy from Keameyaville , of 12 
men, near Smithfield, k illing 1, wounding 2, and 
capturing 4 men and several horses. About 4 p.m. 
my scouts from Harpers Ferry fell in with the 
same party a few miles south of Charles Town and 
after a running fight of several miles, recap- 
tured our men and horses, and captured Lieut. 
George Baylor, 2 of his men and several horses*" 


WANT TO KNOW BDW TOPRICE OLD POSTCARDS? Then 
contact' John MoClIntock, The 'Postcard Dealer, 
Box 1765, Manassas, Ya. 22110. 
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Mr. William Webster, Chief, * 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, . ^ 

The Justice Department, x [©UTSIDE SOURCS 

Washington, D.C. 20530 
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...... I might mention in closing 

that although it does not affect this case, the FBI 
is wrong on the ABSCAM operation. Entrapment is 
wrong and should be prohibited. Do not put temptation 
in front of anybody as it is mortal to sin. Great 
damage is being done to the Congress and soon the 
pillars of democracy will be crumbling doggrty. 




j ^^^^^^_done with ABSCAM 

and let us be one with atrocity. A clever 

genius, whatever that man does is wrong. He has a 
talent for doing the wrong thing and is a very serious 
menace to the country. He has a surface raiadness but 
is actually a very dangerous man, a dog murderer and 
a human murderer. He has harmed the Jewish people 
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tremendously although they still cannot comprehend 
it and support him agqinst me.- 



Minnesota 

- 55108 , 


10 April, 1982^ 
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Mr. William Webster '■ WiSIM SOURCE 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FBI Building r . , , 

20535 U \i< blits KrsftonSc rx. 

Reference: The "Abscam" scandal 



( OiY) 


Dear Sir: 


I read with incredulity in my local newspaper, your quoted 
statement that U.S. citizens want the FBI to continue with 
these types of operations! You must be receiving your feed- 
back from your own staff! That is not my opinion or the 
opinion of, I believe, the majority of us mid-westerners. 

As a matter of fact, I have yet to speak to anyone in my 
sizeable circle of acquaintances, who supports the FBI’s 
amoral, if not illegal, Abscam activities. 

I hasten to add, however, that this is not in defense of 
shady Congressmen! Rather, it is simply to point out what 
should be a fairly obvious fact. That the proper and in- 
tended role of the Federal Bureau of Investigation should 
be exactly what its name implies - the investigation of 
federal crimes, not manufacturing crimes in order to entrap 
citizens! 



As I have indicated to my three Congressional representatives 
via a copy of this letter, if you actually do entertain the 
mistaken asumption that Abscam was a proper function of your 
organization; then, perhaps, we should change the FBI loj 
■grams to FBMCE (Federal Bureau of Manufactured Crimes 
Entrapment ) ! 

These types of operations pnd the fuzzy thinking of s\ 
ly intelligent people who espouse them, absolutely horrify me! 
For it is diametrically opposed to our American ideals of/ , 
justice and fair play! -I 4 / ^ f // // 



em rb 


We must not allow them tfo continue, for the implications 
•inherent for all of us in this travesty are frightening; 
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.Copies to : 


1. Senator Robert 'Dole ~~ 

2. Senator Nancy L. Kassebaum 

3. Representative "Pat” Roberts 
a\) 1st Congressional District 

closures: (1) ,V: ’ v ' ' * v *-' 

1. Letter to Senator Robert Dole 


(copy) 
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The Honorable Robert Dole 
United States Senator? - Kansas 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

, Reference: The "Abscam" scandal. 

Dear Sir: 

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter that I have just 
mailed to Mr. William Webster, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. It accurately expresses my opin- 
ion as to the improper role of the FBI in these types of 
operations (Abscam). 

Manufacturing crimes is not the proper or intende'd role of 
a federal investigating agency! If Congressmen are subject 
to trial and conviction of FBI manufactured crimes; then, 
conversely, using identical logic, FBI agents involved should 
be subject to trial and conviction for the attempted bribery 
of Congressmen! Both ideas are asinine! 

These amoral, if not illegal, FBI operations must be discon- 
tinued, the questionable integrity of a minority of Congress- 
men notwithstanding! 



April 20, 1982 


Dear Mr. Webster: 


Mr. William H. Webster 

Director 

FBI 

Washington, D.C. 20013 



I read in the paper today that you have made a statement that the FBI 
will continue investigations such as the recent Abscam. I agree with 
you wholeheartedly and think that any public official who associates 
with the type of people you had in the Abscam plots should be pro- 
secuted fully. I would encourage you and the FBI to continue their— 
excellent work in this field to protect the taxpayers frcm d 
officials in Washington and elsewhere. 


Thank you for all your good work in this area 





1 0 MAY 3 1982 




April 19, 1982 
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Mr* William H. Webster 


OUTSIDE SOURCE 


Director of FBI 

JEH Building, Room 7162 

10th and Pennsylvania N.W. 

Washington, D.C* 20535 

Dear Mr* Webster: 

I read in today’s Miami Herald of your answer to the criticism raised 
by Senator Cranston with respect to the ABSCAM situation. I hasten to 
tell you that, in my opinion, the overwhelming majority of Americans 
agree with the FBI’s conduct, role and enormous dedication. I, frankly, 
think that Senator Cranston was way out of line and that he really and 
truly owes the FBI an apology. I thought his conduct and that of Senator 
Inouye was thoughtless and inappropriate. 

I recall hearing you make a speech in Phoenix, Arizona, a couple of years 
ago dealing with the FBI’ s work. I was enormously impressed and greatly 
pleased, and as a citizen and taxpayer and a lawyer, I want to thank you 
on behalf of my family and myself for doing a fine job. You are appreciated 
and I am glad that you spoke up. 


Good luck. 
Sincerely, 







v 


cc: Senator Alan Cranston 

Senator Daniel K, Inouye 
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ill-conceivcd reporting of current 
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March 2. t tt . .. 

Thai no one has challenged Mr. 
Fahringers thesis is an amazement 
lo me and further repudiation in my 
mind of his belief tha! no charges 
should be exposed to the light of pub- 
lic scrutiny until “the law has pur* 
sued its courser 

The issue is not legalisms. The 
issue Is the morality of those whom 
we choose to represent us. While we 
live under the best system of govern- 
ment yel devised by man, it is far 
from rorfect, being “of the people 
who. though possibly created in God s 
image, are not yet god-like in their 
actions. 

This includes the cadre of lawyers 
who already wield far too much sway 
over our activities. That some of 
them are estimable gentlemen is not 
to be denied. Unfortunately, however, 
the converse is also true of a goodly 
number who are devoted not to jus- 
tice and equality but to legalisms. 

Legalisms such as “entrapment’ 
which argue less for morality than for 
circumvention of the intent of the law 
. and the ultimate good of the public as 
a whole. Thus, we cannot afford to 
consign the fate of our country solely 
to the jurists. . v -- , 


livelihood. The law in this rountry is 
presently so far divorced from justice 
and equality that wore wo to await 
the results of secret legal process 
virtually every individual with 
enough funds to buy legal talent 
clever enough to find sufficient prece- 
dents hinting at infringements upon 
his legal rights would escape due 
process .and the public would never 
know of those instances in which jus- 
tice was sacrificed upon the altar of 
technicalities. 

Our nation would be even more in 
thrall to the machinations of attor- 
neys whoso dedication is too infre- 
quently to whal is right, preferring 
rather clever loophoibs with which to 
seek exoneration for those of their 
clients capable of paying substantial 

Were this an ideal world in which 
those tutored in the law were dedicat- 
ed first and foremost to the public 
weal, I would grant that those sus- 
pected of misconduct should be shel- 
tered from the sometimes ovcrzeal- 
ous. sometimes erroneous, sometimes 


do we hear little more of it? Might it 
bo because the majority of legislators 
arc themselves lawyers well skilled in 
finessing their own kind? 


A HUE AND CRY has Visra, 
especially in incestuous Washington, 
against the FBI when for once that 
agency should have our gratitude for 
truly acting to piesorve us against 
the double standards which exist for 
those who honor the old-fashioned 
morality which is the bedrock of the 
law and those who merely seek 
manipulate it for their own ends. 

Cover-up was Nixon’s game, 
game which almost destroyed 
country- Granted the system w 
but would it have do so wit ho 
prodding of the press? Those 
choose to live in the limelight should 
not seek the shadow of legalisms to 
protect any betrayal of public trust, 
be it in the form of temptation prof- 
fered or to m ma t i ojve njo i ned 

DELPHI^E mJiOlOvfJCZ, a na- 
tive of North Tonauanda, is a iree- 
lance writer. 




OUR GOVERNMENT is one of 
checks and balances. In addition to 
the three branches of government 
first conceived by the founding fa- 
thers, we have a fourth, the free 
press, to protect us from the other 
three. We need input from Ml. as 
each. in itself and by itself, is imper- 
fect. To ‘deny the media access to 
events as they occur is to seriously 
impair the system of checks and bal- 
ances which* make us a nation cf .the 
freest people on this earth. 


Mr. William H. Webster 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue f N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 


6 MAY 5 1?82 
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Whatever was behind the prema- 


rc vela t ion of the Abscam investi- 



II cation will not ultimately redound to 
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m Vthc public's disadvantage except mso- 
U far that fewer have been implicated 
than would otherwise have bxm the 
case. Even with television tapes in 
hand showing subjects in flagrante 
delicto, those individuals will in - all 
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for their actions per se hut rather (or 
their stupidity in not being more so- 
phisticated in their rascality. 

Without the occasional. albeit 
short-lived interest of the media, the 
public would have no liasis upon 
which to consider the possible tfeivlie- 
llnns of l heir “serv.-mis" when deter* 
mining wh<> is to represent, them 
come the next election day* The 
courts may rule Ihm the |>enple\|iiiist 



Speak. Better that they du so wit 
many rather Ilian too few facts 
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Honorable William H. Webster 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Webster: 




Exec. AD LES_ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Ac’.t?. 3rr/s. 
C'b- rjW. _ 


£. : -jL i<u 
P.5C. _ 

Tecn.Ccrvs. 
Training 



Tcle^n: Rm. 

Director's Sec'y 


I wish to congratulate you on the outstanding services performed 
j by you and your department in the ABSCAM and BRILAB cases. 

/'All of my friends with whom I have discussed this matter feel 
;the same as I do; that is, that you have indeed rendered a 
great service to our nation. 

f| Certainly, members of Congress should pass a resolution com- 
j | mending you and your department rather than criticizing 
! : actions as a few of them have. 

Continue the good work. 


RespecTtfull 


V 


k> 




DPK: ysh 

CC: United States Attorney General 

United States Senators from Louisiana 
Member, House of Representatives from 8th 
District of Louisiana 
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William H. Webster 
Director FBI 
J. Edgar Hoover Bldg, 
Washington, D.C, 

Dear Sir: 



OUTSIDE SOURCE 


/ I / Please let me say that you have my whole hearted support 

j i/ in the Abscam Sting Operation. Please do continue, 

,t has always been my opinion that the behavior of public 
officials as well as other white collar areas of society 
have a profound affect on the behavior and attitude of 
the rest of society. 


The pardon of President Richard Nixon and his subsequent 
wealth was an advertised undisputable fact .that crime 
in certain levels of society does pay, as a classic example. 
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Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Sir: /V/4/ ✓ /j L -f 4 

Hooray I for Abscam, use it again whenever 
possible. Senator Cranston should be reminded that 
a Court, Jury and Judge found the defendents guilty! 

The members of Congress are not above the law of 
the land, therefor, a Blue Ribbon Committee (?) is 
not needed to investigate a matter that has been legally 
settled. 

I commend you and your organization for fine work 
and believe many other citizens like myself are behind 
you. 


A Concerned Citizen 


* 

i 











October 13, I960 


President Jimmy Carter 
c/o Mr. Chew 
*v\. > The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

I think that the White House has been cleansed by the WATERGA TE (supported by the 
Washington Post) an d the Capital HilT has been cleansed by thc~ABSCAM ( supported by th e 
FBI) . Though the judicial system^ Iso has to be cleansed (see comments from attached 
10 clips), it can**t be done by a lonely small man like me. 

y 

Since my petition for a writ of certiorari was denied by the U.S. Supreme Court 
on 10/6/80, I have exhausted all my remedies within the courts or through other 
channels. 

The Chief Justice has failed to keep his words as he said on 11/29/77 In London 
(see attached) . 

After having carried on a one-man crusade for justice for almost 1900 days, I 
come to believe that 1 have to be one of “many guys who go In with good Intentions 
and they got blasted a couple times and every decent thought they had Is gone", as 
Mr. William Greider wrote on “The Corrupt Politician: An American Perennial?' 1 

(Washington Post, 12/26/76). 

It Is not that I have lost confidence In the fight for justice, but perhaps I 
don't know how to fight. After my letter of Vl/80 was sent to you, I received a 
letter of encouragement from Mr. Stephen Clark in the Dept, of Justice on 5/ ? 4/80 . I 

tried and tried as he instructed. Even though the facts and the law support my 
position, no judge bothered to hear my case or to read my pleadings. 

No e lonely war. Since you are the Commander-In-Chief not only for 

the soldiers who fight enemies aboard, but also for the civilians who fight evils 
here at home, I request your support. Through your support, the judicial system 
could also be cleansed. 


ABSCAM f i nd 1 ngs , so must you reveal the unjust Ice suffered by men such as myself. 

i urge your support in persuit of "a more pure and more clean and more decent and 
more honesty than alrrost all governments 11 as you said at the CIA on 8/16/78. 





Respectfully yours, 



P.S.: Please refer to the letters I sent to you since 1/22/77. 


4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 
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April 19, 1982 



William H. Webster 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 2057" 




Dear Mr. Webster: & j&. 


You and your organization have been subjected to a great deal 
of criticism in connection with the Abscam investigation. It has 
been particularly interesting to read and hear the cries of "unfair" 
from our elected representatives. 

Most people would have buckled under to the pressures by now, 
and I was encouraged to read of your firm position in this morning's 
Los Angeles Times. In a more perfect world, it would be unnecessary 
to keep tabs on people in high office; but as your people proved 
through Abscam, we have our inperfections. 

Keen ud the pood work, and don't let Congress bullv von. 



9 KAY 6 
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April 19, 1982 

FBI Director William H. Webster 
Department of Justice ^ J 

Washington, DC 20530 p u \^ j i’c or ' ^ ^ ^ ,v ' 

Dear Mr . Webster i 

I am a retired person (62 years old) who has lots of 
time to let public officials know how I feel, hence 
this letter. 

X wish to commend you, and the Bureau, for the suc- 
cessful conclusion to the Abscam situation. 

Unfortunately you have drawn a lot of criticism of 
your methods of the investigation of this case. 

Senator Alan Cranston was one of the first on his fe 
to condemn President Nixon because a "bug" had been 
planted in Democratic Headquarters. At that time there 
were, probably, so many listening devices in Republi- 
can Headquarters you couldn't shift your gum from one 
side to the other without it being heard by Democrats! 

Now Senator Cranston is upset when we catch some real 
crooks from his side! 

It is a deplorable fact that we now seem to have a 
large segment of our journalistic, judicial and Con- 
gressional members who seem to worry more about the 
criminal's rights than the welfare of society as a 
whole! 

Please keep up the good work. Thank God for the FBI! 
Sincerel 
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ABSCAM 


From A-1 



♦ The FBI uses "con men” and others with crinpi- 
\ na * records in such ’inves- 
tigations because that is 

what it takes to catch the 
guilty. “Abscam was pur- 
posely sleazy so that no 
one would stick around it, 
except someone who 
wanted to deal with slea- 
zy people,” he said, 

• Abscam did not set 
out to investigate mem- 
bers of Congress but in- 
stead began as an attempt 
to catch art thieves. As 

the inquiry developed, it 

moved into other areas William Webster 
and congressmen walked into the net. “We did not 
select any congressmen,” Webster said. “They were 
self-selected.” 

/ . • Anyone who listens to the FBI tapes of meet- 
ings between public officials and undercover agents 
. will learn the extent of the corruption. 

“If you hear those tapes, you get some idea of how 
blatantly corrupt those discussions were. There 
wasn’t anything coy about them.” 

• Through letters, the public has let the FBI 
know that it wants the bureau to continue investi- 
gating corruption in high places. “The message is: 
Don’t let anybody stop you/’ Webster said. 

In the Abscam probe, which resulted in the con- 
victions of Democratic Sen. Harrison Williams of 
New Jersey, who resigned his seat March 11, six 
House members and 11 others, FBI agents posed as 
representatives of a fictitious Arab sheik who was 
willing to pay cash for legislative favors, including 
help in gaining permanent U.S. residency. 

Webster said he had been "necessarily con- 
strained” until now in discussing the extraordinary 
investigation. But with the completion of all the tri- 
als, and as House and Senate committees prepare 
for inquiries into the Abscam methods, he said he 
now felt free to talk about the probe. 

Webster hotly rejected Cranston’s contention that 
Abscam ran “totally .out of control.” He said the 
^charge, which Cranston made during debate over 
Williams’ proposed expulsion from the Senate, was 
leveled “in a moment of rhetoric and emotion . . . 
unsubstantiated by the actual facts.” 

It was when he was asked whether the FBI would 
ever conduct another undercover investigation of 
congressmen that Webster said, 'The answer is, we ' 
will always follow our leads.” 

* Of the seven members of Congress, including Flor- 
ida Rep. Richard Kelly, who were convicted of brib- 
ery’ and other Abscam crimes, one member, Demo- 
cratic Rep. Michael Myers of Pennsylvania, was 
expelled. Williams and Democratic Rep. Raymond 
Lederer of Pennsylvania resigned under threat of ex- 
pulsion and the others were defeated for re-election. 


FBI chief defends 
tactics of Abscam 


Los Angetes Times 

WASHINGTON — Breaking a long, self-imposed 
silence, FBI Director William Webster has strongly 
- defended the FBI’s controversial Abscam investiga- 
tion and has made it clear that he would use the 
same undercover methods again, if necessary. . 

*, With Firmness and occasionally some heat, Web- 
ster declared that "we will always follow our leads.” 
And he dismissed allegations that the investigation, 
which resulted in the conviction of seven members 
of Congress on bribery and other charges, somehow 
trapped innocent men. 

During a 90-minute interview in his office, the FBI 
chief and former federal judge offered point-by-point 
replies to criticism of Abscam by Democratic Sen. 
Alan Cranston of California and other legislators. 

In response to the questions, Webster said: 

Please see ABSCAM, A-6 
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To Catch a Thief 


FBI Director William H. Webster to « 
solid ground in his defense of the bureaus 
Abscam investigation which resulted m the 
, coviction of seven members of Congress — 
. one senator and six repre^Uti^- on 
.bribery and other charges The wonderof ft 
is that Webster should fed compelled to 
1 mflk p any defense at all. 


t , That’s the way It &. though, 

I! dealing with the likes of 

? liberal Democratic senator from CaUfornia, 

• and his ilk. Cranston has criticised the 
Abscam investigation as improper,. 

;• .charging that the federal fe» 

• tried “to induce members of Congress to 
!; commit crimes.** 

f"c>n the face of it that is 
closer one looks at it the more ridiculous it 
Wereter m^re clear ^ 
was iarcency in the hearts of. three 


v ' , ^je5steVshot back « ^ 

I ' dismissing allegations that the Abscam 
\ "investigation somehow strapped Umoomt 
4 The FBI duel and fonneT leaerai 

’ • judge from St. Louis offered 

r levies to criticism of Abscam. In rapid-fire 

•jprder, he said that: — ' — 


! 


— The FBI uses “con men” and (fthers 
with criminal records in such investigations 
because that is what it takes to <*<*** *** 
guilty. “Abscam was purpose^ » 

that no one would stick around it except 
SOTnwne wanted to deal with sleazy ■ 

^^Abscam did not set out to investigate * 
members of Congress, but instead began as 
an attempt to catch art thieves. As the 
inquiry developed, it moved tato other 
areas and congressmen and a a™ 0 * 

meetings between public officials and 
undercover agents will learn theea^tcf 
their corruption. “If you bear those tapes, 
wu get some idea of how blatantly corrupt 
those discussions were. There wasnt 

through tetters, the public has tet the FBI 
to^ lt wants the bun*u 
Investigating corruption in high place*. 
**Tbe message Is: Don’t let anybody ttop 
you,** Webster sakL 

Hear that. Sen. Cranston? „ 
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. ; Dear Mr 7. Webster; - 7 

>!?••*, My sincere congratulations for your Abscaxn operation 
that proved it was needed and it was very , successful’;;^ 

Ever since writer, Mr. Lloyd Shearer broke the 
story in his "INTELLIGENCE REPORT " in Parade’ Mag. about '3 -^3., 33 
our Congressmen and Senators personal activities of > t . .. : ^ 

corruption and Eraud, we have needed such a'service of 
our goverment to protect our country from these unscrupu- 
lous people who believe that they are beyond reproach^ ~" v \ 

One Senator from Calif, who has vocally critXciztd^ 
you and the whole Abs cam operation, for discovering that : "t C 
one of his good friends of the Senate, has corrupted ;3, 
himself because of you, should be watched very carefully. ' . 

■ The statements that he has made to ’the Senate and to.' thei.;'^. 
press, in the defense of his corrupted colleague,: leads 
me to believe that this Senator^hg^ been agoijnd an £riy lj 
onment that no longer allow hinTto distinguish from rig 
or wrong. I'm sure he knew it before lie: was elected to 
the Senate or became a politician. 

>r : _ Their is one fact that I have 1 e arne d about ; :*£■ : . i pi 
3 Congressmen and Senators. They will always •prptectl^&tf 
their own.' And they Will' always hush up a scapdle.: within^' 
their ranks, no matter how illegal it is. It * s their :• 

silent code among themselves. Just f . likerljhe Con's in 
Ran nn*»ntin and the rest of our prisons. 


ir 


San Quentin and the rest of our prisons. 

n V,: ' ••• ' ."••• >L 

Again, Congratulations and thank 'you; 
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FBI chief defends 
tactics of Abscam 

J_o* Angeles Tim** 

T WASHINGTON — Breaking a long, self-imposed 
silence, FBI Director William Webster has strongly 
defended the FBI’s controversial Abscam investiga- 
tion and has made it clear that he would use the 
same undercover methods again, if necessary. 

I With Firmness and occasionally some heat, Web- 
ster declared that "we will always follow our leads." 
And he dismissed allegations that the investigation, 
which resulted in the conviction of seven members 
of Congress on bribery and other charges, sqmehow 
trapped innocent men. 

During a 90-minute interview in his office, the FBI 
chief and former federal judge offered point-by-point 
replies to criticism of Abscam by Democratic Sen. 
Alan Cranston of California and other legislators. 

In response to the questions, Webster said: 

; i ) Please see AB£ ^AM, A-6 



William Webster 


• The FBI uses M con men” and others with crin^i- 
nal records in such inves- 
tigations because that is 
what it takes to catch, the 
guilty. "Abscam was pur- 

i posely sleazy so that no 
j one would stick around it, 

•except someone who 
wanted to deal with slea- 
zy people,” he said. , 

' 0 Abscam did not set 
out to investigate mem- 
1 bers of Congress but in- * 

stead began as an attempt 
to catch art thieves. As 
the inquiry developed, it 
moved into other areas 
and congressmen walked into the net. "We did not 
select any congressmen,” Webster said. ’They were 
self- selected.” ^ •; / v 

• Anyone who listens to the FBI tapes of meet- 

ings between public officials and undercover agents 
will learn the extent of the corruption. ~ ^ 

"If you hear those tapes, you get some idea of how 
blatantly corrupt those discussions were. There 

%“~Through letters, the public has let the 
f know that it wants the bureau to continue invest!* 

| gating corruption in high places. "The message is: 
r Don’t let anybody stop you,” Webster said. 

Abs ca m probe, wh i ch resulted in ^ttt^ coiv- 
'victions of Democratic Sen; Harrison Williams of 
* New Jersey, who resigned his seat March 1 1, sii 
’ House members and 1 1 others, FBI agents posed a| 
representatives of a Fictitious Arab sheik who wa$ 
willing to pay cash for legislative favors, including 
help in gaining permanent U.S. residency. ^ > , 

} Webster said he had been "necessarily con- 
strained” until now in discussing the extraordinary 
; ; investigation. But with the completion of all the trr- 
} als, and as House and Senate committees prepare 
^ for inquiries into the Abscam methods, he said he 
now felt free to talk about the probe. y 

^ Webster hotly rejected Cranston’s contention that 
Abscam ran "totally out of control.” He said the > 
charge, which Cranston made during debate over 
Williams’ proposed expulsion from the Senate, wa$ 
leveled "in a moment of rhetoric and emotion ... n 
' unsubstantiated by the actual facts.” " **; 

It was when he was asked whether the FBI would; 
ever conduct another undercover investigation o i\ 
congressmen that Webster said, "The answer is, wei* 
will always follow our leads.” * .. s 

Of the seven members of Congress, including Flor* 
ida Rep. Richard Kelly, who were convicted of brlb*.; 
ery and other Abscam crimes, one member, Demo*- 
cratic Rep. Michael Myers of Pennsylvania, wa| 
expelled. Williams and Democratic Rep. Raymond 
Lederer of Pennsylvania resigned under threat of ex- ‘ 
pulsion and the others were defeated for re-election. 
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April 22, 1982 



Mr. William Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, D.C. 


ouisira sourgel 


Dear Mr. Webster: 

I recently read your response to criticism of the F.B.I. 
activities in the Abscam investigations. You mentioned in 
your response that through letters the public has let you 
know that they approved of the investigations and that they 
want you to continue to investigate corruption in high places. 

I want you to know that my family and I completely support 
your investigations, and want you to continue them. Your re- 
sponse was superb, you are right on target. Keep up the good 
work . * /v 

We also want to thank you and your agency for your~dedica- 
tion and duty to our country under sometimes very difficult and 
dangerous circumstances. 
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